


Proclamation from the Acton Board of Selectmen

Whereas the League of Women Voters is celebrating its 25th
year in Acton and

Whereas the League of Women Voters has provided substantial
service to the community through the years

s

by holding Candidates Nights and other forums to educate
voters on current issues

by undertaking studies on issues of local concern and
sharing the findings with the community through
publications and other means

by focusing public attention on national, state and local
issues of importance

by highlighting community spirit by organizing activities
such as the Annual Fair and the Town Board Social

by promoting citizen participation and efficient and
responsible government on all levels.

We, the Board of Selectmen of Acton, in recognition of a
quarter century of efforts to promote citizen awareness and
responsibility, hereby proclaim the week of October 29
through November 5 of this year as League of Women Voters
Week.




5 Countryside Road
Acton, Mass,
May 17, 1984

Susan Shaer
President, LWVM

8 Winter St.
Boston, Mass. 02108

Dear Susan:

As part of our observance of the 25th
anniversary of the Acton component of The League
ol WWomen Voters of Acton-Stow, we put together
this booklet which was handed out to those who
attended our '"birthday party" in November, We
think this copy velongs in the files of the LWVM

in Boston.

We are looking forward to your coming to
Acton for our Annual Meeting., Hopefully this book
will be helpful to you in learning something about

U,

Sincerely yours,

(e ?4&7,_

Aune Ridley
Chair, 25th Anniversary Committee
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P.O. Box 817
Acton, MA 01720

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF ACTON-STOW President

Carolyn Gray
263-0307

T

Welcome to the Acton League of Women Voters' 25th Anniversary
celebration!

Those of you have been members or supporters over the years can
justifiably be proud of the achievements of our League. Through the
efforts of countless volunteers, we have won credibility in the
community through careful study of issues, thorough citizen education,
and persistent commitment to citizen participation in the government
process.

As the Town has focussed on us during LWV Week, we have recalled some
of the highlights of the past 25 years. Local newpapers spotlighted
the League's history in Acton and a display on the Library bulletin
board excerpted news articles and several of our publications from past
years.

Our 1llth Annual Fair produced unprecedented revenues which will help
fund our activities. This year our action priorities will be to
re~issue the 4th edition of KnQw Your Town and to organize a town-wide
Household Hazardous Waste Collection Day. We also plan to update our
consensus positions on the local schools and expand them.

While this is a year for remembering, it is at the same time a year for
looking ahead. What the League has been in Acton has been because of
your generous contributions of time and energy over the years, and for
those we are genuinely grateful. What the League will become remains
the challenge of the next twenty-five years for an ever-growing group
of women and men who value the opportunities that the League has to
offer.

We thank you for helping us celebrate ocur silver anniversary. We hope
you share our pride at the achievements of the past quarter century and
will continue to support the efforts of our organization in the years
to come.

Carolyn Gray
President

November 5, 1983

25 YEARS OF COMMUNITY ACTION




JUBILEE HIGHLIGHTS

[t took three attempts to find 25 women interested in forming a provisional
eague of Women Voters in Acton, but in 1959 it was official., State President
Joris Smith, acknowledging it in a letter dated May 1, wrote, "We are delighted
:0 welcome you...We know you will find League work interesting, stimulating and
cewarding.” National President Ruth Phillips echoed that sentiment and sent
ilong her wishes for success as well. Peg Moody Kinzie became the first
’resident, and Lucy Wilson Benson of Amherst, who was to serve eventually as
jtate and National President, served our fledgling League as advisor.

\lmost two years later, on February 1, 1961, National President Phillips wrote
:0 Sallie Hinckley, Acton's second President,

"It gives me great pleasure to inform you that the Board has voted to
recognize the League of Women Voters of Acton as a local Leaque...

"National Board comments on the report of your wvigorous activities
were without exception complimentary. There were words of praise for
your growth in membership and membership participation and for the
workmanlike (sic) way in which your Board has made and executed its
program plans. The Board was particularly impressed by your excellent
promotion and distribution of publications both to the membership and
within the community.

"The good work you have accomplished on the Know Your Town study and -
expecially the fact that parts of it have been requested by the Acton
School Committee and the PTA for their own use, indicates that the
Acton League 1is making a real imprint on the community. Your regular
representation at local meetings and hearings and the good
relationship you enjoy with town officials is further evidence of
excellent public relations,”

he membership by 1961 numbered 69, and the Treasurer's report for that year
‘evealed expenditures of $453, with $137 of it spent on those publications that
tere so actively distributed in the community. A Publication Service,
sstablished at the ABRHS library, was one of the notable accomplishments. The
‘ollowing vear's expenditures rose to $1008, and the Acton Chamber of Commerce
:ontributed over $300 to the publication of the first Kpow Your Town. Dues
ose from $4 to §5. In carrying out what were then called "Continuing
lesponsibilities", or "CR.s", the League was already active in support of state
ind national issues. President Hinckley commented, "It is fresh ideas,
:ombined enthusiasm and good hard work that produce a satisfying League
ixperience, These we have had, and the coming year promises more of the same."

he membership in 196263 rose to 79, and the BEACON published the results of a
own-wide survey carried to 2,187 homes by 66 League members as part of the
'Local Current Agenda" (i.e. local study). The survey, with its 91% return,
lelped establish the League as a valued community group, and the Town Report



http:JUB.IT.EE

A

that year acknowledged League activity three times. On the national level,
League was promoting support of the U.N.; on the state level we supported
increased aid to education and egqualized valuation. In its study of state
government, our League presented a set of units on the state Constitution
entitled "Hamstrung by History®. Regionally, we became involved in wetlands
and wildlife preservation in the watershed of the Sudbury, Assabet and Cencord
Rivers (SuAsCo)}.

In May 1963 Elinor Miller was elected President, but a month later her husband
was transferred to California. Bea Perkins stepped in to serve in Elinor's
place. It was another busy year that included a revision of Konow Your Town, a
League sponsored voter registration drive that resulted in the largest turnout
in Acton's history, and a Candidates' Night that was the most successful to
date, with 200 attendees. At the state level, league was involved in an
initiative petition drive to curb the powers of the Governor's Council.
Locally, a consensus was reached to support “protective zoning along six of
Acton's streams®, a position which later afforded us one of our best
opportunities for effective local action.

From 1964 to January 1967, Edith Stowell assumed the responsibilities of the
presidency. League budget exceeded $1500, and membership totalled 94. The
state-wide petition drive on the Governor's Council resulted in victory at the
polls. Locally, using a recently arrived-at consensus in support of a Town
Manager form of goverrment, President Stowell made a "persuasive speech" at
the 1965 Town Meeting in favor of an article to place the issue on the ballot.
Coverage of the League by the local press was its best ever: 89 articles and
six editorials concerning League activities, 36 pictures showing Leaguers
actively involved in the initiative petition drive and 11 Letters to the Editor
supporting League positions. At the State House, Acton League members were
busy studying the legislative process by charting 50 bills, including Acton's
Town Manager bill, which was signed by Governor Volpe in May 1966, paving the
way for placement on the local ballot.

The year 1967 saw the Town Manager charter defeated by Acton voters twice —
despite active League support, while League-supported referenda questions on
state executive reorganization, joint election of Governor and Lt. Governor,
and home rule were passed. Investigation of recreational opportunities was the
new local study, and it proved to be of such sufficient interest that it was
extended into a second year. In January 1967, Edith Stowell resigned to run
for the School Committee, and Beverlie Tuttle finished out her term through
May. The Acton League that year was becoming involved also in issues affecting
interracial understanding, urging the “"continued use of integrated materials in
the schools and libraries" and keeping legislators informed about the League's
position on equality of opportunity in housing and employment. A sign of
progress on the literal level was the unveiling of a two-sided Voters' Service
sign at Kelley's Corner, and the purchase of a new mimeograph machine which
produced better looking Bulletins.





















Fram Lucy Benson, Advisor to the Provisional League of Acton and past President
of the LWV-US

I can hardly believe that 25 years has passed since we all
worked together to establish the LWV in Acton. It brought
back all kinds of memories of League members and of driving
back and forth across the state through snow and ice -~ which
at the time I thought was so daring!

I do indeed congratulate you all ... and wish you well for
the next 25 years.

From Dorothy Ridings, current President of the LWV-US

It gives me great pleasure to send to all the members of the
League of Women Voters of Acton-Stow the congratulations of
the National Board on the occasion of your 25th anniversary.

We salute with pride your 25 years of service to your
community, and look forward to continued accomplishments in
the future,

From Margaret Bliss, President of the LWV of Massachusetts

Acton has always been in the forefront of League activity,
expecially in the areas of Voter Service, education and
environmental affairs. It was through the efforts of this
League that Acton became one of the first communities in the
Commonwealth to pass a flcod plain zoning bylaw. Your League
has worked successfully for changes in local government and,
among other things, was instrumental in instituting the Town
‘Manager form of government.

Acton is now a "senior" League, active, vital and a force in
their community.... We look forward to great things from
Acton-Stow in the next 25 years., Heartiest congratulations
and our very best wishes.




PAST AND PRESENT ACTON MEMBERS

ELECTED OR APPOINTED TO ACTON'S

BOARDS, COMMISSIONS & COMMITTEES

SINCE 1958

ACTON/BOXBORQUGH STUDENT
ACTIVITIES FUND

El1en Holway
Alice Klemmer
John Putnam
Anne Ridley

ACTON HOUSING AUTHORITY

Julie Stevens
Patience MacPherson

ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON THE
1975 CELEBRATION

Margaret Kinzie
Nancy Tavernier ‘
Dorothy Stonecliffe
Judith Clark

ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON
NATURAL RESOURCES

Mary Hadley

ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON SOLID
WASTE MAINTENANCE

Ann Chang
Jdoan Gardner
Charlotte Sagoff

ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON
TRANSPORTATION

Anne Fanton
Cheryl Rand

* Elected

ARCHIVES COMMITTEE
Minetta Lee
Lydia Lesure

AUDITING MONITORING
COMMITTEE

Joyce Foley

BOARD OF APPEALS

Marion Maxwell
Marilyn Peterson

BOARD OF ASSESSORS

John Ormsbee

BOARD OF HEALTH

Jean Harris
Pamela Resor

BOARD OF SELECTMEN*

Stanton Collins
Hayden Duggan
Joyce Foley
Joan Gardner
Mary Hadley
John Ormsbee
Pamela Resor
William Sawyer
Julie Stevens




BYLAW COMPILATION COMMITTEE

Joan Gates
LiTlian Hoey
Minetta lLee
Edith Stowell
Gladys Wootton

CHARTER COMMISSION*

John Ormsbee
Beatrice Perkins
John Putnam

CONSERVATION COMMISSION

Bianca Chambers

Annt Chang

Judith Clark
Stanton Collins
Dorothy Stonecliffe
Cynthia Torkelsen

CONSERVATION EASEMENT AD
HOC COMMITTEE

Joyce Foley
Margaret Kinzie

COUNCIL ON AGING

Minetta Lee
Constance McNulty
Marilyn Peterson
Anna Riep

Edith Stowell

ELECTION OFFICERS

Lydia Lesure
Louise Malcolm

* Elected

FINANCE COMMITTEE

Joyce Foley

Joan Gardner
Louise Malcolm
Mary McCarthy
Marilyn Peterson

HISTORIC DISTRICT STUDY
COMMITTEE

Gladys Wootton

LOCAL & REGIONAL SCHOOL
COMMITTEES™*

Carole Cochin
Ann Evans
Susan Grolnic
Eilen Holway
F. Dore Hunter
Alice Klemmer
Cynthia Kramer
Griffith Resor
Anne Ridley
Edith Stowell
Phyllis Walsh

-LOCAL GROWTH POLICY
COMMITTEE

Joan Gardner
Mary McCarthy
Anne Ridiey
William Sawyer

LONG RANGE PLANNING COMMITTEE

Katherine Meyer

METROPOLITAN AREA PLANNING

COUNCIL

William Sawyer



MINUTEMAN REGIONAL VOCATIONAL

TECHNICAL SCHOOL DISTRICT
COMMITTEE

Marilyn Peterson
John Putnam

PLANNING BOARD

Sandra Bayne
Joyce Foley
Katherine Meyer
Beatrice Perkins*

PERSONNEL BOARD

Margaret Farrell
Mary Hadley

PRISON ADVISORY COMMITTEE
F. Dore Hunter

RECREATION COMMISSION

Vanetta Hunter
Janet Murphy
Beatrice Perkins

REGIONAL REFUSE PLANNING
COMMITTEE

Ann Chang

SOUTH ACTON REVITALIZATION
COMMITTEE

Mary Hadley

TOWN ADMINISTRATION STUDY
COMMITTEE

Walter Gates
Beatrice Perkins

* Elected

TOWN CLERK

Lydia Lesure

TOWN MODERATOR & WATER DISTRICT
MODERATOR*

John Putnam

TOWN REPORT COMMITTEE .

Nollie Srivastava

TRUSTEES OF THE CITIZENS LIBRARY
OF WEST ACTON

Joan Gardner
Katherine Kinsley

TRUSTEES OF ELIZABETH WHITE FUND

Eleanor Wilson

TRUSTEES OF THE MEMORIAL LIBRARY

Margaret Richter

VOCATIONAL REGIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT
PLANNING COMMITTEE

Marilyn Peterson

VOLUNTEER COORDINATING COMMITTEE

Marsha Gratz
Vanetta Hunter
Beatrice Perkins
Nancy Tavernier

YOUTH COMMISSION

Michelle DuBois Vanetta Hunter
Hayden Duggan Lydia Lesure
Ann Evans John QOrmsbee
Constance Huber Patricia Pasieka




